Exhibition Review

AFIC Explores
Emerging

Representatives share a token
of goodwill and opportunities
for cooperation

In line with its aims of promoting intra-ASEAN furniture trade and strengthening
ties within the ASEAN furniture industry, representatives from the ASEAN Furniture
Industries Council (AFIC) visited Vieinam from July 20 fo 21 to explore parinership
and growth opportunities. contributed by AFIC

ver the two-day visit, AFIC chairman

Jerry Tan of Singapore, and

Shermaine Ong, the executive
director of the Singapore Fumiture Industries
Council (SFIC) as well as the AFIC
secretariat representative, met with key
officials from the Handicraft and Wood
Industry Association of Ho Chi Minh City
(HAWA), and officials from the Binh Duong
Furniture Association (BIFA). HAWA is a
recent affiliate member of AFIC.

Nguyen Chien Thang and K K
Khanh, chairman and vice-chairman
of HAWA, headed the meetings, while
BIFA was represented by its chairman,
Vo Truong Thanh, and Nguyen Van Huu,
vice director of Binh Duong Industry
and Trade Department.

Mr Tan expressed satisfaction with
the business mission, stating that the
series of meetings between AFIC, HAWA
and BIFA had reaped mutual economic
rewards.
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He also said that all parties have
gained a better understanding of their
various projects and initiatives as well as
the furniture markets in the respective
countries. Discussions on challenges
brought about by the current global
economic climate were also conducted.

Mr Tan pointed out several important
areas in which AFIC and fellow members
in Singapore and Vietnam can cooperate
for further cooperation and mutual benefit.
He is confident that such dialogue
sessions will enable all members to
work well together towards a common
goal of bringing ASEAN furniture to the
international front.

Representatives from the three
organisations held exchanges over
the two days, beginning with the
AFIC-HAWA meeting on the first day,
followed by AFIC’s meeting with BIFA
on the second. During the meetings,
officials noted that bilateral relations

Seeking economic initiatives
and mutual rewards

were good and agreed that a strong
working relationship within ASEAN plays
an important and useful role in raising
the profile of the region’s furniture
industries to the world market.

According to statistics compiled by the
council that were shared during the visit,
total intra-ASEAN furniture trade (excluding
Myanmar) in 2008 reached a peak with
exports coming in at US$502.7 million
and imports hitting US$516.3 million.
Collectively, ASEAN exported US$11.85
billion of furniture, with Viethnam at the
top position at US$2.8 billion.

To facilitate growth and exposure
in the global market, AFIC shared
with the Vietnamese furniture trade
organisations the latest updates on
the 27th ASEAN Furniture Show (AFS)
which will take place in conjunction
with the International Furniture Fair
Singapore (IFFS) 2010 from March 9
to 12 next year.

The council hopes this show will be
a useful platform to showcase quality
furniture and furnishing products from
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